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OCTOBER 26, 2013 REPORT TO
PROGRAM COMMMITTEE FROM DISARM/END WARS

I. PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED EVENTS AT THE CLOSE OF SEPTEMBER
A. We’ve had a busy month since our last report on September events made around 9/21 before the 9/25 

Program meeting. So this report begins with 9/25 and our emergency action e-alert..

B. That was on the US Minuteman III nuclear missile test scheduled for the same day as the high level 
UN nuclear disarmament conference we had been urging Obama to attend.. E-Alert featured Col Petrov 
(to whom we probably owe our current live) and a model letter asking Obama to cancel the test.

C. On 9/26 the test occurred just before Presidents, Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers  of almost 
every nation met at the UN to make powerful calls for nuclear weapons abolition. The US, Britain and 
France sent low level delegations to express their opposition, calling the conference a distraction. Read 
the report here.

D. On that same day, however, Obama and Kerry tried positive diplomacy for a change and opened 
dialogue with Russia re Syria and the chemical weapons ban treaty. Kerry also talked with Iran’s new 
President – all with excellent results that we must now support.

E. September 27: Joan Ecklein attended the follow-up meeting re the 9/26 first ever UN high level 
conference on nuclear weapons abolition. Joe Gerson, chief organizer of the meeting, had urged Joan to 
attend for WILPF.   Over two dozen national peace organizations, including AFSC, Peace Action and 
WSLF attended. Joan  presented our report and contributed to the discussions. Joan gave feedback orally 
at our 9/29 monthly teleconference and she is now preparing a written report for our 10/29 meeting.

II. OCTOBER EVENTS

A. October 5 to 12 – Keep Space for Peace week. WILPF US has participated actively in this week ever 
since its inception on October 13, 2001. As many as 21 Branches have participated in past years, but this 
year neither MacGregor Eddy nor Carol Urner had the energy to follow through. Portland Branch once 
again mailed to about 100 WILPF contacts. We handled less successfully the logistics for the 
international week, but Reaching Critical Will (co-sponsor of the week for WILPF) did pull together a 
tool kit of resources available to all. Carol still hopes to provide an annual report from US WILPF 
before our October Program call.

B. 10/7 and 8 –High Level forums in Boston and New York inspired by WILPFer Hattie Nestel and 
Pilgrim and Indian Point shut it downers on closing down those two dangerous reactors. Videos can be 
accessed.

C. 10/21 – distributed the news release sent by WILPF staffer Beatrice Fihn and Rebecca Johnson on 
behalf of WILPF on banning the nuclear bombs. 

D. 10/23 –Another nuclear missile test from Vandenberg. 

http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/its-time-take-steps-can-put-end-war
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/its-time-take-steps-can-put-end-war
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/news/latest-news/8009-keep-space-for-peace-week
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E. 10/24 is United Nations Day and the beginning of UN Disarmament week.

F. 10/25 – more detailed statement to be distributed to UN delegates that WILPF approved for signing at 
our meeting on October 27. Sent to Laura Roskos 10/29 for signature on WILPF behalf.

G. 10/26 --Take heart gutsy WILPF women working tirelessly to eliminate weaponized drones, 
nuclear weapons, uranium mining, liquid nuclear waste transit  and war itself. We have our own 
gutsy women seeking to eliminate nuclear power, including Hattie Nestel who sent us this article.

H. 10/27 – The DISARM.End Wars monhly conference call occurred in the evening for an hour at 
7:3o pm EDT. Eleven women were on the call including some new members and four (a quorum) from 
our leadership team.  At least five  of our members were  in Minneapolis for the Regional Meeting and 
two presented during the discussion of program..  Another called u from the Atlanta airport between 
planes on her way back to Florida and gave us a glowing report on the gathering.

1) On our DISARM call we agreed to support Leah Bolger’s Drone Quilt Project featured in 
the new issue of Peace and Freedom. 

2) We also agreed to apply for a mini-grant on her behalf to meet some costs of the traveling 
displays.  

3) We approved up to $200 in support for Ellen Barfield’s planned trip to Israel/Palestine and 
requested a report back when she returns.  

4) We agreed to circulate on line the resolution aimed at stopping the transit of highly 
radioactive liquid nuclear waste by truck from Chalk Lake  in Canada to Oak Ridge Tennessee. 
Ruth Thomas  (Ashland at-large) and Kay Cumbow (Michigan at-large) are working tirelessly 
for  down blending and storing this dangerous waste on site in Canada. See resolution here and 
the list of endorsing groups here. Contact Ellen Thomas et@prop1.org if you can work with Kay and 
Ruth on this.

5) We approved the statement proposed by Jackie Cabasso and Ray Acheson for circulation 
to General Assembly delegates when they consider best paths to nuclear weapons abolition. 
It includes a possible resort to a nuclear ban treaty, similar to the chemical weapons treaty, if 
nuclear weapons states remain obdurate about serious negotiation of an abolition treaty.  

6) A ban treaty would make nuclear weapons illegal, would require destruction of stock and 
production facilities and would include inspection. The IPPNW and I-CAN have been pushing 
hard for this, WILPF and other international NGOS have come on board, and some governments 
are now agreeing to it.. We will forward the statement to Laura Roskos for signing on behalf of 
WILPF.

7) Charmaine Whiteface, Pat Birnie and Coralie Farlee are now working with a wider 
coalition on  closing and cleaning radioactive waste surrounding  uranium pit mines

8) Pat Birnie is working on a new stockholders action re GE and climate change..
9) Hattie Nestel will send the DISARM list serve URLs for the panel discussions in Boston and 

New York  on closing down Pilgrim and Indian Point reactors. DISARM had approved support 
of this project in our August meeting. Women active in shutting down both reactors, and others 
from the Vermont Yankee shut it downers, entered the project with enthusiasm.  There were many 
long phone consultations and the women valiantly accepted the challenge of trying to raise 
$20,000 to $35,000 for the project. Eventually they pulled back, however. They were 
uncomfortable with the way the  western male organizers worked and costs kept gong up 
(eventually $80,000) because the participants, including the former Prime Minister of Japan at 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/renee-parsons/no-nukes-and-intervening-women_b_1425733.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/renee-parsons/no-nukes-and-intervening-women_b_1425733.html
http://ccnr.org/resolution_CRL_SRS_2013.pdf
http://ccnr.org/resolution_CRL_SRS_2013.pdf
http://ccnr.org/Endorsing_Groups.pdf
http://ccnr.org/Endorsing_Groups.pdf
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
http://wilpfus.org/news/updates/september-2-great-day-nuclear-disarmament
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the time of the accident, were accustomed to First Class hotels, meals and transport, In the end 
attendance was sparse because of loss of enthusiasm and poor publicity. However the panels are 
still on line and worth watching and hearing. Hattie will send the URLs.

10) Again registered support for Middle East Nuclear/WMD Free Zone and will support 
growing international efforts to promote this and find ways to remove opposition of the United 
States and Israel

11)  MacGregor shared information on rebuilding of nuclear arsenals. She was asked to share 
the information with the DISARM/End Wars list serve and she agreed.

III. COMING IN NOVEMBER:

A. 11/1 Action e-alert on reclaiming Armistice Day and the Kellogg-Briand Pact
B. 11/11  at 11 am Ringing the Bells and reclaiming Armistice Day with Veterans for Peace.
C. 11/13 Alliance for Nuclear Accountability tour of Lawrence Livermore and Sandia Labs
D. 11/13 Supper to 11/17 breakfast ANA retreat planning for D.C. lobby days
E. 11/16 Western states WILPF Regional Meeting at Palo Alto CA
F. 11/16-17 Code Pink drone summit, Washington D.C.  At least 5 DISARM/End Wars members will 

attend. The committee has already agreed to help pay the expenses of Marge Van Cleef who will be 
expected to report back to the committee and continue to work together with us bringing WILPF drone 
activists into communication with each other around the country

G. 11/25-December 10 Annual campaign against Gender violence. Theme is Militarism and End 
Violence Against Women. The 2013 16 Days Campaign advocates for awareness and action on the 
multi-faceted intersections of gender-based violence and militarism, while highlighting the connection 
between the struggle for economic and social rights and ending gender-based violence. The theme 
focuses on militarism as a creation and normalization of a culture of fear that is supported by the use or 
threat of violence, aggression, as well as military intervention in response to political and social disputes 
or to enforce economic and political interests. Supported by WILPF and Peace Women, DISARM has 
participated for the past 3 or 4 years. Culminates on Human Rights Day.

IV. ATTENDEES ON THE OCTOBER 27 MONTHLY TELECONFERENCE:

Pat Birnie (formerly Tucson Branch now near Washington D.C. Branch and can work with Coralie)
Leah Bolger (Corvallis at-large. Near our PhD candidate, Linda Richards. They relate to Ashland Branch)
MacGregor Eddy (co-chair of Monterey Country Branch CA. Vandenberg AFB activist. Also on Global 
 Network Advisory Board.)
Coralie Farlee (Washington D.C. Branch convener)
Sheila Goldner (Los Angeles Branch)
Barbara Nielsen (San Francisco Branch)
Hattie Nestel (Massachusetts-at -large, relates to Boston Branch) Vermont Yankee activist.
Barbara Reid (West Palm Beach FL Branch)
Ellen Thomas ( Tryon NC at-large. Still relates to Washington D.C. Branch) Still heads Proposition One.
 DISARM/End Wars co-chair and Treasurer.
Ruth Thomas (at-large near Ashland, NC) Works with Ellen Thomas but no relationship. 92 year old long 
 time nuclear activist. No computer or email address. Heads Environmentalists, Inc.

http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5372/t/0/blastContent.jsp?email_blast_KEY=1269005
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Carol Urner (Portland OR Branch summer, Los Angeles CA Branch winter). Co-Chair. Also on Global 
 Network Advisory Board. In Whittier also active in UNA and in Portland also active in PSR.

Submitted by Carol Urner, October 29, 2013

 


