
 
 

Background 
For the past three years, Pres. Obama has negotiated the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 
secret behind the backs of the American people and Congress. The President’s US Trade 
Representative and 600 corporate “advisors” are pledged to secrecy, because as Ron Kirk, former 
US Trade Representative, has said: making the text public, would raise such opposition as to 
make the deal impossible to get passed by Congress and signed by the President  (’Obama’s  
Covert Trade Deal’ op-ed, The New York  Times, June 2, 2013).  
 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) in her letter to the U.S. Trade Representative wrote: “if 
transparency would lead to widespread public opposition to a trade agreement then that trade 
agreement should not be the policy of the United States.”   
 
 
Resistance isn’t limited to the U.S. alone. Other members of the treaty, including Japan and 
Malaysia, have seen significant public demonstrations in opposition to the agreement, while the 
lead negotiator from Chile, Rodrigo Contreras, resigned earlier this year citing concerns that the 
treaty would restrict Chile’s ability to shape public policies, control financial institutions and 
address issues of health, education, and development.  
 
What is Fast Track and Why It Must Be Derailed?  
Fast Track is the process by which the president transmits the already negotiated and final trade 
agreement to Congress. Discussion by Congress is strictly limited to no more than 90 days, 
including discussion in any specific committees. No amendments are allowed. Once the bill is on 
the House and Senate floors for a vote, each body can only debate the bill for 20 hours or less. 
Only a simple majority is needed to pass.  
 

Fast Track, or Trade Promotion Authority, was created by Pres. Nixon in 1974. The president 
must formally ask by letter that Congress vote to grant this authority to him thereby ceding their 
Constitutional right to “...regulate trade with Foreign Nations...” to the president. Fast Track was in 
effect until 1994, when Pres. Clinton used it to pass NAFTA. It lapsed and was restored in 2002 
and Pres. Bush used it to pass the Central American Free Trade Agreement. It expired on July 1, 
2007. Now, Pres. Obama wants this authority restored to pass the TPP.   
 
If we Derail Fast Track - we have the chance for an open, democratic debate in Congress 
on the TPP and Free vs. Fair Trade.  
The TPP will undermine our democracy. The TPP will turn our sovereignty over to 
multinational big business. The TPP includes a new feature: now corporations can directly sue a 
national government for the amount of claimed lost profits because of regulations that protect 
labor, public health and safety, the environment and more.  
 
The TPP is about much more than trade in goods. It could: 

• Offshore even more millions of American jobs and keep worker wages low  
• Free the Banksters and Wall Street from needed oversight and regulation 
• End “Buy American” and “By Local” policies needed to create green jobs and  
           rebuild our economy 
• Decrease access to affordable generic medicines  



• Ban food labeling and bring more unsafe food and products into the US  
•       Continue the push for the privatization of needed services: education, water 
           and wastewater treatment, transportation, and more  
•       Perpetuate exploitation of “dirty fuels,” and make it much harder to develop 
           renewable green energy  
 

 

 
 


