
 

 
 

From Martin Luther King to 2018  
 

~ Martin Luther King – A Call for a Revolution of Values ~ 
 

Martin Luther King’s birthday is celebrated in communities across the country by reading the inspiring  
“I Have a Dream” speech he gave at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom on August 28, 1963.  
Fewer people know his searing revolutionary anti-war speech - “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” 
Addressed to the Clergy and Laity Concerned about Vietnam, given on April 4, 1967 at Riverside Church in 
New York City.  A year to the day later, King was assassinated and Vincent Harding, a theologian and his 
life-long colleague, who wrote much of this speech, lamented that he had helped put the target on his dear 
friend’s back.  
 
Breaking his silence, King moved from civil rights to a critique of capitalism. His dream was of “a worldwide 
fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one’s tribe, race, class and nation.” He called for a “revolution 
of values” – a shift from a “thing-oriented society to a “person-oriented” society, saying, “when machines 
and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than  
people, the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism are incapable of being 
conquered.” 

 
King warned, “a nation that continues year after year to spend more money on  

military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.” 
 

~ The Founding of Earth Day ~ 
 

Just one year later in 1969, the public and legislators took action after two iconic disasters: the fire on the 
Cuyahoga River in downtown Cleveland, Ohio and the huge Santa Barbara Channel oil spill in California, 
then the largest oil “blowout” in U.S. waters that devastated 30 miles of sandy beaches and marine life.  
 
Environmentalists and anti-war activists had had enough environmental disasters, assassinations, violence 
at the Chicago 1968 Democratic Convention, and “Vietnam War crimes with the My Lai massacre, carpet-
bombing, and Agent Orange. When Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson proposed April 22, 1970 as Earth 
Day, 20 million people peacefully demonstrated.   
 
Echoing King on the first Earth Day, Nelson described his “dream” to “build bridges between man and 
nature’s systems, instead of more highways and dams and new weapon systems that escalate the arms 
race.”  Nelson knew the “change” they both envisioned called for “new standards for progress, 
emphasizing human dignity and well-being rather than an endless parade of technology that 
produces more gadgets, more waste and more pollution.”  
 
During the ‘60s, municipal and state governments and Congress, alarmed by increased illegal dumping of 
toxic waste and air, land and water pollution, had passed legislation to limit harm to public health and 
ecosystems.  After Earth Day, Congress created the Environmental Protection Agency (1970) and passed 
the Clean Air Act 1970; then came the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (1971), and the Clean 
Water (1972) and Endangered Species (1973) Acts.    
 



 
 

 
~ U.S. Chamber of Commerce – Saving the Free Enterprise System ~  

 
Alarmed by increasing government regulation, Eugene Syndor, Chamber Education Committee Chair, asked 
Lewis Powell, his corporate lawyer friend and member of 11 corporate boards, to write a discussion memo 
that Powell titled, “Confidential Memorandum - Attack on American Free Enterprise System,” dated  
August 23, 1971.    
 
Powell wasn’t worried about “sporadic or isolated attacks” from a few “extremists on the left,” but attacks from 
“perfectly respectable elements of society – “leading intellectuals, the media and politicians” that were 
“gaining momentum and converts.” This was, he wrote, a “frontal assault on…our government, our 
system of justice, the free enterprise system” and “individual freedom,” by people who “preferred 
socialism or some form of statism,” by which he meant communism or fascism. 
 
Powell blamed the “apathy” of business. For him, “There should not be the slightest hesitation to press 
vigorously in all political arenas for support of the enterprise system,” including university and college 
campuses, Secondary education, and control politics, elections, public opinion, the media and the courts.  
He was clear, “there should not be reluctance to penalize politically those who oppose” the free 
enterprise system.”   
 
After the Chamber’s Board adopted Powell’s memo on Nov. 8, 1973, this “passive” business group turned 
into a powerful political force.”  Quickly, the business elite founded the Business Roundtable (1972) and 
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC 1973), the Heritage Foundation (1973), the Cato Institute 
(1977), and Citizens for a Sound Economy (1984, now Americans for Prosperity). From then on, the Koch 
brothers were central to these efforts and generous funders.   
 
 Immediately the court strategy began. From 1974 to 2014, the Supreme Court, with Lewis Powell on the 
bench from 1971-1987, systematically overturned state and federal campaign finance laws so now almost 
unlimited money flows to candidates and into elections. Notably, the 2010 landmark Citizens United decision 
affirmed the doctrines of “corporate constitutional rights” and “money is speech.”    
 
To expand the free enterprise system, Pres. Nixon signed the 1974 Trade Act to create Trade Promotion 
Authority, known as Fast. This allows the Executive, rather than Congress exercising its Constitutional right 
“to regulate commerce with foreign nations.” to negotiate free trade agreements. Fast Track changed the 
normal legislative process to curtail committee hearings, prohibit amendments and limit floor debate.  
 

~ The Poor People’s Campaign - A National Call for Moral Revival ~  
 

Now, 50 years after Martin Luther King’s death – It’s time to “break silence.”  
 

Honoring the King’s vision, the Poor People’s Campaign is uniting people across the country to challenge 
the evils of systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, ecological devastation and the nation’s 
distorted morality after 45 years of the corporate, financial and political elite systematically implementing 
Lewis Powell’s 1971 blueprint to expand and protect the free enterprise system.     
 
Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II, co-chair of the campaign, is clear: “If the conversation is wrong, the agenda will 
be wrong. We aim to change the national conversation” and build a movement with a fusion approach, 
acknowledging the validity of the many issues and “silos” each one of us is committed to and holds dear, yet 
organizing and acting: “Forward together!  Not one step back!” The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call 
for Moral Revival is uniting tens of thousands of people  
The four interconnected themes will be highlighted during the 40 days of non-violent fusion direct action 
beginning May 14 Mother’s Day and continuing through June 21 the Summer Solstice. On June 23rd, a mass 
rally will be held in Washington, D.C. and includes “sending forth” people to continue building the moral 
movement in the state where you live! 
 

Learn more about and join the Poor People’s Campaign at https://poorpeoplescampaign.org 
 

 


